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PORTS ACT OF 2015
Sponsors:  Reps. Dave Reichert (R-WA), Dan Newhouse (R-WA), and Mike Coffman (R-CO)
Summary of Provisions

Section 1  ̶  Short Title
Protecting Orderly and Responsible Transit of Shipments Act of 2015 or the PORTS Act
Section 2 – Addressing Port Slow-Downs, Strikes, and Lock-Outs
Currently, under Taft-Hartley (29 U.S.C. 176), the president may appoint a board of inquiry to study issues involved in disputes involving “a threatened or actual strike or lockout affecting an entire industry or a substantial part thereof engaged in trade, commerce, transportation, transmission, or communication among the several States or with foreign nations, or engaged in the production of goods for commerce, will, if permitted to occur or to continue, imperil the national health or safety.” After the issuance of a report by the board, the president may direct the Attorney General to petition a court of jurisdiction to enjoin any strike or lockout. 

This legislation adds “slowdown” to make clear the president may both appoint a board of inquiry in the event of a slowdown and direct the Attorney General to petition a court of jurisdiction to enjoin a strike, lockout, or slowdown. 
Additionally, the legislation gives governors the authority to request the appointment of a board of inquiry and to establish a board if the president does not act within 10 days of receiving the request. Finally, the bill allows the governor of a State or territory with an impacted port to petition a court of jurisdiction to enjoin a strike, lockout, or slowdown.
Section 3  ̶  Study by the Government Accountability Office 
Calls for a study of the West Coast ports slowdown to –
(1) study the economic impact of the slowdowns and congestion caused by the negotiations on the Nation as a whole as well as each port; 

(2) review steps taken by the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) to resolve the dispute; 

(3) identify steps FMCS and the Administration could have taken sooner to facilitate an agreement; 

(4) determine what legislative changes could strengthen these tools and result in more timely intervention. 


