THE COALITION TO PROMOTE

U.S. AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS

March 30, 2023

The Honorable Martin Heinrich
303 Senate Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable John Hoeven
338 Senate Russell Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Via Email
Dear Chairman Heinrich and Ranking Member Hoeven,

The undersigned organizations of the Coalition to Promote U.S. Agricultural Exports request at least
$200 million in continued mandatory funding for the U.S. Department of Agriculture Market Access
Program (MAP)and at least $34.5 million in continued mandatory funding for the Foreign Market
Development Program (FMD) when you write the fiscal year 2024 Agriculture, Food and Drug
Administration and Related Agencies appropriations bill later this year.

For more than 50 years, American agriculture exports have counted as a trade surplus and have endured
as a source of economic growth and national pride for the U.S. farmers and ranchers who feed, fuel, and
cloth the world. This positive trade balance is now in serious jeopardy. In February, USDA again cut its ag
export forecast for fiscal year (FY) 2023 but kept their forecast for higher US agricultural imports intact,
resulting in a growing trade deficit. USDA forecasts ag exports at $184.5 billion vs imports of $199 hillion
for a trade deficit of $14.5 billion. This ominous projection has worsened since November when exports
were pegged at $190 billion against imports of $199 billion.

Investments now in these proven, export promotion programs are immediate steps which can be taken
to continue American agriculture’s longer term success story in trade. According to USDA between 1977
and 2019, every dollar invested in these programs returned on average $24.50 in annual export value.
During the same period, these programs increased export revenue by $9.6 billion annually and added
$12.2 billion to farm cash receipts.

These programs continue proving their value and are glowing examples of public-private partnerships
with matching funds continuing to outpace government investment that hasn’t increased since 2006.
After inflation and mandatory budget cuts through sequestration, the real value of the MAP program is
$123.9 million, far less than the $200 million authorized level. And the FMD program is $19.3 million,
not $35 million as authorized. This diminished value is also the reason why we are asking you to use
discretionary funding to provide $7 million — less than 3 percent of the program investment - for USDA
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administrative and operational costs to begin reversing this trend of lost program value. With
administrative funding in place, at least some of the lost value can be restored.

The outlook for ag trade is uncertain due to continuing supply chain disruptions, surging international
competition and the absence of new, near-term trade agreements. We remain hopeful that the promise
of new market access opportunities will be realized in the future. In the meantime, support for MAP and
FMD investment has never been more important. Please continue the investment in these critically
necessary programs.

Sincerely,

The Coalition to Promote U.S. Agricultural Exports (see attached)

Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute
Almond Alliance of California
American Cotton Shippers Association
American Cranberry Growers Association
American Feed Industry Association
American Hardwood Export Council
American Peanut Council

American Pistachio Growers
American Quarter Horse Association
American Seed Trade Association
American Sheep Industry Association
American Soybean Association
APA-The Engineered Wood Association
Atlantic Seaboard Wine Association
Blue Diamond Growers

Brewers Association

California Agricultural Export Council
California Apple Commission
California Blueberry Association
California Blueberry Commission
California Canning Peach Association
California Cherry Export Association
California Citrus Mutual

California Date Commission

California Farm Bureau Federation
California Fig Advisory Board
California Fresh Fruit Association
California Pear Growers



California Prune Board

California Strawberry Commission
California Table Grape Commission
California Walnut Commission
California Wild Rice Advisory Board
Cape Cod Cranberry Growers’ Association
Cherry Marketing Institute

CoBank

Cranberry Institute

Distilled Spirits Council of the United States
Florida Citrus Mutual

Florida Citrus Packers Association
Florida Department of Citrus

Florida Fruit & Vegetable Association
Florida Peanut Producers Association
Florida Tomato Exchange

Food Export Association of the Midwest USA
Food Export USA — Northeast

Georgia Poultry Federation

Ginseng Board of Wisconsin

Giohal Food & Nutrition, Inc.
Hardwood Federation

Hop Growers of America, Inc.

idaho Grain Producers Association
[ltinois Corn Growers Association

Hiinois Farm Bureau

indian River Citrus League

international Fresh Produce Association
Kansas Livestock Association

Leather and Hide Council of America
Louisiana Cotton & Grain Association
Michigan Apple Association

Missouri Corn Growers Association
National Association of Egg Farmers
National Association of State Departments of
Agriculture

National Association of Wheat Growers
National Barley Growers Association
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association
National Chicken Council

National Confectioners Association
National Corn Growers Association



National Cotton Council

National Council of Farmer Cooperatives
National Grange

National Hay Association

National Milk Producers Federation
National Oilseed Processors Association
National Pork Producers Council
National Potato Council

National Sorghum Producers

National Sunflower Association
National Turkey Federation

Nebraska Sorghum Producers Association
New York Wine & Grape Foundation
North American Blueberry Council
North American Meat Institute

North American Renderers Association
Northwest Horticultural Council
Northwest Wine Coalition

Ohio Corn and Wheat Growers Association
Olive Growers Council of California
Oregon Winegrowers Association
Oregon Wine Board

Organic Trade Association

Pet Food Institute

Rural & Agriculture Council of America
Softwood Export Council

Southern Forest Products Association
Southern U.S. Trade Association
Sunkist Growers

Sunmaid Growers of California
Sunsweet Growers, Inc.

Texas Cattle Feeders Association

The Popcorn Institute

United Egg Producers

USA Dry Pea and Lentit Council

USA Poultry & Egg Export Council

USA Rice

U.S. Apple Association

U.S. Apple Export Council

.5, Cattlemen’s Association

U.S. Dairy Export Council

U.S. Dry Bean Council



U.S. Livestock Genetics Export

U.S. Meat Export Federation

U.S. Peanut Federation

U.S. Rice Producers Association

U.5. Wheat Associates

Valley Fig Growers

Washington Apple Commission
Washington Association of Wheat Growers
Washington State Fruit Commission
Washington State Potato Commission
Washington Winegrowers Association
Western U.S. Agricultural Trade Association
Wine Institute

WineAmerica (The National Association of
American Wineries)

Winegrape Growers of America

Wisconsin State Cranberry Growers Association



